Animal evolution: when did the 'Hox system' arise?
The origins of the Hox gene clusters and their coordinated activities during development have long been of considerable interest to biologists. In a recent paper in Current Biology, the Hox-like genes of two cnidarians are interpreted as evidence that the 'Hox system', sensu stricto, originated after the split from the lineage leading to bilaterian animals and that it was not requisite for complex axial patterning.